SAFEGUARDS FOR
CHILDREN/YOUTH LIVING
IN FOSTER CARE

If you are living in foster care, you are entitled to a number of
protections to keep you safe.

These safeguards may be limited to reasonable times of day.
They may also be limited to fit the routines of your foster home.

These safeguards do not apply to those in Division of Youth
Services Facilities or a state hospital due to mental illness.



FOR
CHILDREN/YOUTH LIVING

INDEPENDENCE SAFEGUARDS

You have permission to maintain a bank account for when you leave
the system and managing your income, if allowed by your case plan.

You have the freedom to work and develop job skills that fit your
permanency goals, as appropriate.

You have the freedom to attend independent living classes, if you meet
the requirements.

If you are 16+, you will have access to information about available
education choices.



SAFEGUARDS

FOSTER CARE

YOUR CARE

You'll receive appropriate and reasonable adult guidance, support,
and supervision in a safe, healthy and comfortable place. You’'ll be
treated with respect and dignity.

You have the freedom from physical punishment and all types of
abuse.

You’'ll receive enough healthy food, clothing, and allowance. You'll
also receive needed medical, dental, vision, and mental health care.

You have the freedom from having to take medicine or other
chemicals, except as approved by a doctor.

You will not be punished or threatened for making complaints.
You have the freedom to attend religious services and activities.
You will not be abandoned or locked in a room.

You will stay in the school you went to before foster care, unless it is
not in your best interests.

You will receive appropriate education, have access to
transportation, and participate in school and other activities that fit
your age and level.

You will have a safe space to store your things.

You will live in a place with a caregiver who knows and understands
your history, if it is important to your case.

You will live in the least limiting place that fits your needs.
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